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„good ori bad Man-g-one ꝓf the later, the former have 


never failed co Increaſe, or be diminiſhed : and for this Reaſon, e- 


greateſt ſudgem« and Learning, have not thought it a Task below | 


them, to iy their time, in laying down ſuch Schemes and Meas | 


the hand. © 


It is the Duty, of every Good Country-Man at all times, to con- 
tribute to the promoting of the publick Weal, particularly at the 
Meetings of Parliament, where the Affairs of greateſt Importance 
ate Tranſaced ; But above all at this time, when the Fate of the Na- 


ſures, as cemed moſt fitting for promoting it; in ſo much, that the 


tion, is likely to be determined by a ſingle Vote, with how much Cau- 
tion one ought to proceed in ſo nice a Caſe, where the Miſery or Proſ- 
pecity of his Country may depend on his ſingle Voice, leave to every 
ones ſerious and cool Thoughts. But to be more plain; Laſt Seſſion ol 
Parliament, an Act of Security paſt the Houſe, notwithſtanding of 
the unnatural oppoſition it met with, wherein there was a Founda- 
tion laid for the Future Happineſs of this Nation, in the Event off 
Her Majeſty's deceaſe, by clogging the Settlement of the Succeſſion, | 
with a Proviſo oi a Grantirom 2 of a Freedom of Trade, if we 
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ſhould make the ſame Choice with them ; And by enacting ſuch Li- 
mitations of Government, as ſhould be neceſſaxy 0 cine the 
| Liberty of the'SubjeR,and-Indeptndency: of the n; But to the 
unſpeakable Sorrow of thoſe Noble Patriots, Wo had toiled hard to 
-obtain it, it was denied the Royal Aﬀent:; not becauſe of the Bimi- 
tations, but for the other Clauſe, which aut Neighbours could not 
digeſt. This alone would be proof enough of the value they put 
upon a Communication of Trade, and conſequently of the Advan- 
tages we ſhould get thereby, were it not, that ſome of late pretend 
to be of a different Sentiment, and would be at ſelling our laſt Op- 
portunity of being Happy, for a poor handfull of Limitations, 
which they rejected with Scorn laft Seflion of Parliament, when 
Engroſſed into the Succeſſion Act offered by the Earl of A.- eb ec. 
and perhaps in greater plenty, then we are to expect hereafter. 1 
muſt beg leave to tell theſe Gentlemen, that they begin now to be 
ſhrewdly — of having had no other Aim by their Zeal, fave 
a Change of the Miniſtry, I would not be underſtood to Contemn 
Limitations; No, I conſider them abſolutly neceſſary, to i free us 
from Engliſh influence, and conſequently to oui Thriving ; But 1 
humbly conceive, we are not to be indebted to 7 — 
And therefore, we make but a pitiful Bargain, if we throw away 
the preſent Occaſion, and Complement Eg wich, entering. im- 
mediatly into the Succeſſion, without the leaſt : Equivalent from 
them. We need not be at a loſs to find out ati Equivalent : A Free- 
dom of Trade in General, is what we have all aſong aimedat; and 
without that, all our Limitations are an empty ſound, without any 
ſubje& to exerciſe them upon; They may. make us valiie our ſelves 
alittle more, upon our Freedom and Independency, but will not 
greatly enrich us, excepting only by withdrawing our Nobility from 
Attendance at Court. I ſhall endeavour then in the follow ing ſheer, 
to ſhew the advantage of a Freedom of Trade with England, by ſuch 
Arguments as did moſt Naturally preſent themſelves to my view, in 
the ſhort time Ibeſtow d upon this ſmall. Diſcourſe, which I ſhould 
have lengthned, if taking a longer Tims would not have made it 
come too late; Humbly ſubmitting my weak Endeavour to the Con- 
fideration of the Members of this High Court of Parliament now 
met; hoping that every Unbyafs'd and and Well-meaning Perſon, 
will ſupply what is here deficient, from his own Judgment, ſo as to 
mike the whole ariſe to a Convincing Proof. | | 
Fir then let us conſider, as I before hinted, the averſeneſs of 
the Engliſh, co grant this Freedom, when they expected no * 


— 


lent ; And how àt all times they: have Diſcouraged our Endeaveure 


that way, but more plainly in the Recent Example of Darin, when: 
they leſt no Sto 
ceeded to their 


hen wel were expelled the Place; So jealous 


were they of our getting any Footing in the We- ladies. Was all, 


this Noiſe. made to thruſt us out, and deprive us of a Trade, that 
would have been prejudicial to us? Did they think the Weft. India. 
Trade a loſs to England, and yet would not quit with the leaſt part. 
of it to us, that we might ſhare in the Loſs ? If they meant us Kind- 


neſs in the Matter, ſure tis the firſt we have had from them ſince the 


Union of the Crowns; And being ſo remarkable a Piece of Service; 
T hope it will be made a prime Motive to engage us into their Mea-: 


ſures. No Nation, (as I ſaid before) have more cloſely purſued: 


their Intereſt in Trade then England, and if they imagined their Plan- 
tation Trade, to be diladvantageous to them; they would certain- 
ly have laid it aſide, and decoyed their Enemies into it, who might 
thereby be weakned to their advantage. But ſeing their Conduct 
all along, has demonſtrated them to have no ſuch Inclination, I 
may ſalely conclude, that whoever undervalues that Trade, muſt 
reckon himſelf” Wiſer than the Government of England, and upon 
his Scheme, we owe them our hearty acknowledgements, for under- 
mining our Derien Project. 3 


* ” 
- 


In the 2d. place, This Trade ( for I ſhall Confine my. ſelf chiefly 


to it, being the moſt probable to prove beneficial to us,) has all the 
Advantages that can make a Trade valuable, As Firf, a Vent for 
out Home Commodities, without Exporting a Farthing of Money. 


Next the Importation of ſuch Commodities as we purchaſe at ſecond 


hand for Money and at a very dear Rate. Our Commodities to be Ex- 
ported (to mention but a few ) are Linnen Cloth, which tis very 
well known, could be ſold to very great advantage, in the ef- Indies, 


and is now become ſuch a drug on our hands, that not a third part is 


ſold of what was formerly, & even that at ſo low aHate, that what was 
before ſold for 12 pence, is now ſold at near a half under. Next, our 


Stockings, Serges, and Fingrums, which we have but ſmall hopes of | ! 


ever puttipg off in Spain again, and when we did, twas for eating 
and drinking Commodities; Whereas the return of theſe, and the 
Linnen from the Weft. Indies, would be fo conſiderable, as not only to 
ſerve our Selves, and thereby to fave a gteat Yearly ſum, but we 
ſhould be able to Export, a great quantity, which if the Trade were 
ptudently Managed, we could afford cheaper then any Traders to 
the Weſt · Indies, And I muſt take notice by the by, chat theſe Woots 
en ManafaRories are found fo hard to Export, to advantage, that 


ſoms | 


. unturned to Diſappoint us, and in the end ſuc · 
1615 i 


ſome who oppoſed the Exportation of Wool before; are now: 
more cool in the Matter; Alledging, that Wool Unmanufactured, 
brought us in Monev, but Manufactured noa Which Reaſoning, 
however deſective, is ſtill a proof of the necifliry of a new Place to 
diſcharge what ly es on our hands into, $4575 O53 | 
A zd Argument may be brought from the deplorable Condition 
of the greateſt part of ourSea Ports; Trade increaſe ofShiping &:Sea» 
men do neceſſarly go together; ſo that beſides the general Advantage, 
theSea-Ports in particular would be greatly Enriched, by Freedom of 
_ and the Weſtern-Ports, eſpecially, by that to the V- Indies. 
great many more Arguments might be added, wich a fuller Enu- 
meration of the ſeveral Commodities to be Exported, and Imported _ 
to and from the ſeveral Engliſh Plantatious, which the deſigned bre- 
vity of this Treatiſe will not allow. I ſhall therefore endeavour on- 
ly, to remove ſome Objections, which being out of the way, will 
ſtrengthen what has been ſaid. e 3 
Firſt then, A late Author (to whom we are much Indebted, for 
his letting us into a clearer Notion of our Intereſt, with regard to 
England in the Matter of the Union,) does raiſe this Objection, that 
a Plantation-Trade would tend to the De- populating our Country, 
upon the Expectation of great Advantages to be made in the Planta- 
tions; and that many Perſons of Judgement in England Reckon they 
have loſt more than gained by it, by being thereby diverted from 
the Fiſhing-Trade. To which I Anſwer, That, | 
If any ſuch Depopulation did happen, it would be more profi- 
table, then to be Depopulat hy poverty and miſery ; or by ſending 
vaſt numbers of our Men, to fight in the Service of England, in Wars 
from which we are never to reap any Advantage ; and where all 
the Glory, except what we take to our ſelves at home, is attributed 
to England; whereas we ſhould in all probability, feel the advantage 
of our Country-mens Induſtry in the Plantations, which otherways 
goes to other Nations in whoſe Plantations they ſettle, In the next 
place, it is not likely any ſuch Depopulation would follow : For mi- 
; — will drive more People aut of a Country, than expectation of 
gain, and our People are ſatisfied with a narrower way of living 
then the Engliſh ; So that if by a good Market for our Home Com- 
modities, the State of. our Country came to be even but what it was, 
not thirty years ago, few would be tempted to leave their Native 
Country, in expectation of what they could get by ſettling in the 
Plantations, which are already pretty well Stock d. Indeed at firſt 
Planting, it may have occaſioned, a conſiderable Depopulation in 
 Expland; But as no Trade can be freed from all diſadv antages, ſo this 
8 as 


without any 


1. 067) = 
> have-nothing to do, but to reap the benefit of; 
--Spulation England ſuffer'd in the Planting it, 
Probability of being Looſers that way, for the 
Reaſons above adduced. But laſtly, as the foreſaid Author owns, 
any diſadvantage the Engliſb complain of, is not ſo much a real one, 
as a comparative leſs advantage, than they might have expected, from 
the Fiſhing- Trade, had they followed it as clofs, as that of the Plan- 
tations: However, ſince they have not been able to retrive that Trade, 
out of the hands of the Dutch, whatever Endeavours have been made 
towards it, we have but ſmall Encouragement to depend upon it, who 
ate ſo ready to be diſcouraged, at the leaſt diſappointment ; And if 
any thing in the World ſet it on Foot, 'twill be the inriching our Mer- 
chants firſt by a ſurer Traffick: Though I could heartily wiſh we 
would ſeriouſly ſet about it, yet I muſt own, that I ſee more difficu!= 
ties, we ſhall meet with in it, then in the Plantation Trade. Firf, 
the Fiſhing is not ſo properly a Trade or Traffick, as a piece ofHan- 
dy-craft, not to be acquired but by long Experience; and hence it 


as to us is ovet 4 
all the preceedis,” 


+ Is, that the Dutch do ſo far exceed us in Packing and Curing ; So that 


till we be in a better State otherways, tis not likely we ſhall under= | 
take this ſucceſsfully; we muſt have the patience untill we improve 


in the Handy-Crafe, before we can expect to ſell to as good advan- 


tage a5 our Neighbours, which our preſent Stocks will not Anſwer, wit= 
neſs the ſeveral attempts, of fitting out Buſhes begun, and very quick- 
ly deſerted, when the Profits did not immediatly come in. Next 
the difficulty of this Fiſhing will appear, from the many advantages 
the Datch have over us, to enable them to manage it cheaper, to wit, 
1ff. Multitudes of Men above any other Nation. 24iy. Cheapneſs of 


Building all forts of Ships for this Trade, above any other place. 3dly. | | 


Their convenient building of Ships fit for this Trade, 4tbly. Great- 
neſs of Vent in Foreign Trade for all ſorts of Commodities, returned 
in Barter for their Fiſh, 5tbly, Their Excellency in Curing and 
Packing all ſorts of Fiſh already mentioned. Theſe and many others 
duly conſidered, make it next to impoſſible, to wreſt that Trade out 
ol their hands, any other way, then by anArticle in a Treaty of Com- 
merce, or Federal Union betwixt Scotland and England, whereby they 
mall be bound, mutually to aſſiſt one another in hindering the Duteb 
from Fiſhing on our Coaſts, which would effectually put us Jointly 
in poſſeſſion of that Trade. ET © 
- A ſecond ObjeRion that Author makes, is, That the chief Com- 
modities brought from the Weſt Indies, are Sugar and Tobacco, 
which the Matkets are already glutted wirh. | "us | 
To which I anſwer, that there are many other Commodities, 
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